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PURPOSE: To attain reproduction of image with high quality by eliminating an outside image of a book 
original from left and right sides of the book original to be detected as an undesired image so as to avoid an 
unpleasant image due to left and right original sides picked up in black. 

CONSTITUTION: A lighting section lighting a book original 10 of an original platen 1, an operation panel 4 
setting an image read condition or the like, and a tilt mirror 5 (range finding mirror) or the like arranged to the 
depth of the original platen 1 in which a side face of an upper part of the book original 1 0 is reflected. Then an 
image pickup device reads the book original 10 such as a spread book and the tilt mirror 5 measures the 
height of the book original 10. An edge detection means determines a inflection point of the height from 
measured height data of the book original 1 0 to detect the left and right edges of the original face based on 
the inflection point An image processing means erases the outside image from the detected edges as an 
undesired image. Thus, the height data of the book original 10 such as a book are used to reproduce an 
image of a required part only except the left and right side face edges of the book original 1 0. 
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